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It is obvious that a belief in the existence of some
state of life beyond the dissolution of man's animal
frame is calculated to exercise a powerful influence
on his conduct. It did so to no small extent even
in ancient times with nations who had no revelation
to guide them. And the way it in such cases oper-
ates appears to be this. There is a voice within
which approves or condemns us according as we act
conformably to what we feel to be right or wrong.
This leads us to regard ourselves as being under the
rule of a righteous Governor of the world, and to
look forward with hope or fear to what may happen
to us after the dissolution of the animal body. In
default'of any definite information on the subject, the
active mind of man draws a picture out of its own
imagination, conformably to its instinctive feeling of
right and wrong, of some condition on which the
mind can dwell, instead of wandering about among
ideas which can take no definite shape. Thus, for
example, the ancient Egyptians had a pretty definite
picture of what they supposed would take place.
It is needless to say that we believe that we have a
clearer light to guide us than was open to them ; but
even to us there is a vast deal about a future state
of which we must for the present be content to
remain in ignorance.

I have said that belief in a future state is calcu-
lated, through the hopes and fears which it entails,